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Salvo the third took place. At sunset we passed the Dela-
ware, and anchored off the town. Thus ended my service,
after having been twelve days on board the ship. I re-
mained in her until Saturday night, when I left her for
a steamboat, and came up the Bay on Sunday. On Mon-
day I reached Philadelphia. The Macedonian had a set
of very fine young men on board her. The Commodore
was much beloved, and he left his ship with regret. Com.
Wilkinson took charge of the squadron a few days after
I left Norfolk. William goes, or rather has gone, with
him, the ship having sailed.

Your aunts will soon leave us for Geneva, but with an
expectation of returning in the course of the Winter. The
house is entirely finished, and all the rooms are furnished,
so that they can probably be more comfortable here than
with you. We have seven vacant rooms, after giving
them an excellent apartment, while I fancy your uncle
has no great excess of space. You see, poetic justice re-
quires them to stay where they are.

Mr. Webb has got his trial postponed on a plea of a
want of time to be in readiness. He cannot escape, how-
ever, notwithstanding all his manoeuvres, but will even-
tually be punished. I have beaten Messrs. Stone and
Benjamin on the demurrers argued at Utica last Summer,
and they have let the time the Court gave them to amend
pass without doing anything, from which we infer they
give the matter up as a bad job. If we are right in our
notions of the practice, we now call a jury and assess the
damages, without a trial in open court. You will see by
this that the other side dare not even attempt a defense.
They are such rogues, however, and have recourse to so
many tricks and expedients, that it is difficult to deter-
mine what their real intentions are. That I shall beat